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BUT I KNOW THY ABODE, AND THY GOING OUT AND THY COMING IN, 
AND THY RAGE AGAINST ME. BECAUSE. THY RAGE AGAINST ME, 
AND THY TUMULT IS COME UP INTO MINE EARS, THEREFORE I 
WILL PUT MY HOOK INTO THY NOSE, AND MY BRIDLE UPON 


THY LIPS. 


HE peculiar character of the age in which we live, together 

with the boldness with which opinions -are maintained, 

tending to the discredit of sound morals, and to the disparagement 

of Christianity, seem to require us to take every opportunity, and 

even to impose upon us the necessity of establishing, if not the 

existence of the Deity, at least his superintending providence over the 
affairs of the world. 

In studying the history of the Revolution of Empires, it is not 
sufficient to dwell exclusively on the political part of the subject, 
to be content with admiring the valour and the ability of contend- 
ing parties, their successes or misfortunes in war, and to pass over 


unnoticed 


EOS. .J 


unnoticed the designs and over-ruling dispensations of Providence 
for though we may gain indeed much experience into the powers 
and exertions of the human mind, by considering the political cha- 
racter of nations, yet we shall have acquired but a very confused 
idea of the benevolence and of the rectitude of the Divine govern- 
ment of the world. 

To suppose that all things have been created by chance, and to 
conclude that they are abandoned to the accidental changes of 
good or bad fortune, partakes more of the spirit of impiety, than 
of ignorance or of folly. That evil seems to prevail over good, in 
the common course of human affairs, is an observation which has 
at all times supplied cause of complaint to the infidel, and induced 
him rashly to call in question the impartiality of the Divine dis- 
pensations. But such false opinions and unjust complaints vanish 
before the clear light of revelation, as communicated in the Holy 
Scriptures, teaching us that the destiny of nations as of individuals 
is equally under the directing power of Heaven; with this single 
distinction, that the reward and punishment of individuals is 
generally reserved to the day of judgment, whereas that of nations 
is carried into effect in the present state of their existence. YA 

Hence it is that the Holy Scriptures justly claim a superiority | 
over all other histories, in that they direct the attention of the 
reader not so much to the abilities of Princes, and to the policy of 
their governments, as to those principles of their conduct which 
are likely to receive the Divine favour, or deserve its reprehension. 


From 
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From the same sacred records we are also informed, that the evil 
which exists in the world was not an original part of creation; but 
that man brought upon himself, by his own mĩsconduct, that suf- 
fering state of sorrow of which he now is found so bitterly to 
complain, and which he impiously dares to lay to the charge of his 
Creator: and that no degree of mercy less tban Divine could pos- 
sibly have restored to mankind, through the merits and death of 
the Son of Gop, those blessed assurances of immortal life, which 
had been forfeited by the disobedience of our first parents: Thus, 
as in Adam all die, $0 in Christ sball all be made alive. 

Every reader of the Holy Scriptures will immediately perceive, 
that in them events are attributed to causes very different from those 
which would probably have suggested themselves to a common 
historian of those times. Such an one (for instance) might have 
collected the various transactions of the people of Israel from the 
first departure of Abraham out of his own country; and perhaps 
might have related the attempt of this great man, to sacrifice his 
only son Isaac, as an instance in which the power of superstition 
over the mind was subdued, ere it was carried into execution, by 
the feelings of nature. But when this singular transaction is placed 
in its proper point of view by the inspired historian, it presents 
the character of a virtuous and religious man, whose obedience to 
the will of God became the cause of the most extraordinary 
system of political institutions that ever existed; which was 

founded upon this very event, and was accompanied by the Divine 


promise 
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promise, that in the posterity of the faithful Abraham should all 
the nations of the world be blessed. Be | 

An uninspired memorialist might have further considered the 
arrival of the patriarch Jacob, and of his numerous family, in the 
land of Goshen, as a fortunate event; he might have mentioned the 
advantageous effects of their increasing population to the country, 
and he might have considered their departure thence as an in- 
Stance of the weakness of the then existing government. He might 
have proceeded to relate the rising power of this nation under the 
wise government of Moses, and their victorious progress, and 


compleat conquest of the land of Canaan, under Joshua, as no 
more than a natural succession of events. But we receive a very 
different impression from the relation of their real causes by the 
sacred Historian; for we trace the directing hand of the Almighty 
in preserving alive in the world the knowledge and worship of 
himself; and we learn that the com pleat conquest and even 
extirpation of the Canaanite, was the Divine punishment of 
their extreme national wickedness and idolatry. And when, 
moreover, we perceive, that the very children of Israel (who 
were made the instruments of this Divine punishment) were 
themselves afterwards dispossessed of the game country for being 
«guilty of the 5ame great crime of forgetting the God of Heaven, and 
offering sacrifices to idols, we cannot but confess the superior 
utility of that knowledge which the sacred Scriptures have com- 
municated; which proves the superintending providence of the 
244 | | Deity 
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Deity over the affairs of the world; and demonstrates that the 
wisdom or- the folly of man, his virtues or his vices, are all 
equally subservient to the will of the Almighty, and instrumental 
to the accomplishment of his great designs in the government of 
the world. 

But in the decision of this important fact of an over - ruling 
Providence, the Holy Scriptures go beyond the mere relation of 
human events; for they assure mankind, that the government of the 
world is now committed to THE Son or GOD, and with the esta- 
blisùment of this great truth the first Evangelist concludes his 
Gospel; leaving every true Christian no longer a prey to the uncer- 
tain conclusions of human reason; but confident that the super- 
intending care of Jesus Christ directs the affairs of heaven and of 
earth; that his religion is one day universally to prevail, but that, 
ere that happy period arrive, it must suffer persecution from the 
pride, from the opposition, and from the power of wicked men. 
Under the Christian system, also, as under the Jewish, we may trace 
the rise and fall of nations, in their regard or in their disregard of 
rehgion; and we may equally conclude, that though the punish- 
ment of individuals be reserved to the day of judgment, yet that 
national impiety will, sooner or later, receive its punishment in the 
present world; and that though, for a time, the sword of the un- 
godly may be the appointed scourge of nations, yet that the period 
will come, when 1f their apostacy be not abandoned, and the 


Divine Providence once more acknowledged and obeyed, the de- 
I i struction 


1 
struction which was intended for others, and of which they them- 
gelves were the appointed instruments, will recoil with accumu- 
lated severity upon their own heads. 

Since then these things are so, what source of information, 
preferable to that contained in the Bible, can better direct our 
conduct upon any returning occasion of publick calamity, or of 
publick success? In the victory, for the religious commemoration 
of which we are this day assembled in the House of God, there is 
indeed a circumstance which seems peculiarly calculated to point 
out the Divine interference; and this circumstance may be hap- 
pily illustrated by a reference to the passage of Holy Scripture 
from whence I have taken the subject of this discourse. 

It is doubtless true, that the volume of sacred history closes 
with the accomplishment of the Divine promise of the establish- 
ment of the Christian religion, but it will not therefore follow 
that the interposition of Providence is terminated. God forbid! 
since the severest punishment the Deity could inflict upon man 
would be to abandon him to the direction of his own imagina- 
tions. The knowledge of the redemption of the world through 
Jesus Christ has not yet been universally communicated to man, 
yet the gracious principles of that redemption will not on this 
account fail to be the measure of the Divine judgment at the great 
day of account. So also the interposition of Providence has not 
therefore ceased to exist, because the iristances of its exertions 
have ceased to be divinely recorded; are we not, then, justified in 

| | illustrating 


1 


illustrating a recent example of its apparent exertion, by reference 
to a similar transaction in the Bible? The blasphemies of indivi- 
duals, or of nations, have not ceased to be objects of Divine wrath; 
have not ceased to be the instruments of proving the power of the 
true God in the government of the world; — nor will, perhaps, 
the circumstances of the divine deliverance of Jerusalem from the 
the armies of the Assyrian monarch, be found altogether irrele- 
vant to the occasion of this day's solemnity. 

We read in the book of the prophet Isaiah, that in the reign of 
Hezekiah king of Judah, Sennacherib the great king of Assyria 
sent his general against Jerusalem to besiege and to take it; and no 
sooner had this general encompassed the city, than in the hearing 
of all the people, he openly defied the power of the Gop of Israel. 
« Let not Hezekiah deceive you, exclaimed he, neither let him 
make you trust in the Lord, saying, The Lord will surely deliver 
«« you. Hearken not unto Hezekiah, when he persuadeth you 
« that the Lord will deliver you. Hath any of the gods of the 
nations at all delivered his land out of the hand of the king of 
« Assyria? Who are they among all the gods of the countries, 
« that have delivered their country out of mine hand, that the 
« Lord should deliver Jerusalem out of mine hand?“ To this 
insolent and blasphemous harangue there was afterwards added a 
letter sent by the king of Assyria himself to Hezekiah, and couched 
in these words: Let not thy God in whom thou trusteth de- 
« ceive thee, saying, Jerusalem shall not be delivered into the 
* hand of the king of Assyria.” 
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These impious vauntings, however, were but of short dura- 
tion, for the prophet Isaiah was sent to announce to Henckiah the 
approaching ruin of the army of the king of Assyria, and for this 
very reason: Because (saith he) by thy messengers thou hast 
e reproached the Lord; but I know thy abode, and thy going out, 
und thy coming in, and thy rage against me; and because thy 
tage against me, and thy tumult, is come up into mine ears, 
*. therefore I will put my hook into thy nose, and my bridle into 
* thy lips.” So the angel of the Lord went out that night, and 
smote in the camp of the king of Assyria an hundred and four- 
score and five thousand men; and this loss of his army was soon 
after succeeded by the loss of his own life. 

If now, with this short account of the impious arrogance with 
which the general of the great king of Assyria made his attack 
upon Jerusalem, we compare the spirit and the power of the 
general of the French nation, in his late attack upon Egypt,* we 
Shall find-a degree of coincidence which equally at this time seems 

| | to 
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The edindidenee between the spirit and conduct of the Assyrian and the French 
general is more remarkably strong than may appear at first sight, and more minute than 
can properly be brought within the body of a ſermon; I have therefore subjoined it in 
a note. | | 

Proclamation of the Assyrian General. Proclamation of the French General. 


Thus saith the king of Assyria, Make an Our friendship shall be extended to those of 
agretment with me ly pre tent, and come out the inhabitants of Egypt 20) Shall join ws, 
to me, and then eat ye every man of his oẽn as also to those who shall remain in their 
vine, and every one of his fig-tree, and dwellings, and observe a strict neutrality; 


[ 
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to mark the Divine interference in the government of mankind. 
Like the general of the great king of Assyria, the commander of 
the army of that nation which has arrogantly assumed to itself the 
name of the Great Nation, no sooner sets his foot on the shores of 


drink ye every one of the waters of his 
own cistern, until I come and take you 
away to a land like your own land, a land 
of corn and wine, a land of bread and vine- 
yards, a land of oil olive and of honey, that 
ye may live and not die. 


Hath any of the gods of the nations at all 
delivered his land out of the hand of the 
king of Assyria? Behold, thou hast heard 
what the kings of Assyria have done to all 
lands, by destroying them utterly, and shalt 
thou be delivered? Where is the king of 
Hamath, and the king of Arpad, and the 


kings of Sepharvaim, of Hena, and of Ivah? 


Am I come up now without the Lord 
against this place to destroy it? The Lord 
zaid unto me, Go up against this land, and 
defiroy it, 

Tsaiah xxxvi. 10. 


Egypt, 


and when they have seen our conduct with 
their own eyes, hasten to submit to us. 

Thrice happy those who shall be with us, 
they shall prosper in their fortunes and their 
rank, Happy those who shall be neutral; 
they have time to know us thoroughly, and 
they will range themselves on our side. 

Cadis, Chieks, Imans, Tehorbagdis, tell 
the people that we are the friends of true 
mussulmen. Is it nat us who have destroyed 
the Pope, who said that it was necessary to 
make war on mussulmen? I it not us 
who have destroyed the Knights of Malta, 
because these madmen believed that it was 
the good pleasure of God that they should 
make war on mussulmen ? 

Woe, woe, woe, to those who shall take 
arms in favour of the Mamelouks, and 
combat against us; there shall be no FF 
for them, they shall all perish. 

A dreadful punishment of death aw?/ its 
those that shall take up arms for the P ys F 
against us; for there shall be no deliver ang, 
nor Shall any trace of them remain. 

Buonaparte, the General of the French, 
Republick, according to the princirples of . i. 
berty, is now arrived, and the Alnnghiy, he 
Lord of both worlds, hath sealed the dem ruc- 
tion of the Beys. | 


The 
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Egypt, than he impiously denies the power of the Saviour of the 
world.* by appealing to Fortune, as to his God, and by professing 
himself and bis army to be disciples of the false prophet Mahomet. 
— The Christian Religion had indeed been abolished already at 
home, (as far as human decrees could be supposed capable of abo- 


lishing 
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The hour of the chastisement of the Beys 
is come; God, on whom every thing de- 
pends, has decreed that their empire shall be 
no more. 

In these proclamations it may be observed, that if the Assyrian general was presump- 
tuous, ſo was equally the French general; if the former falsely asserted the co-operation 
of God in his favour, so has also the latter; if the one knew how to apply the terrors of 
destruction, so did also the other; if Rabshakeh hesitated not to deny the power of the 
God of Israel, neither did Buonaparte hesitate to deny that of Jesus Christ; nor does it 
appear that the promised deportation of the Jews by the Assyrians was more consolatory 
than the promise of their fraternity to the Egyptians by the French. 
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* See Buonaparte's first Proclamation on his landing in Egypt: 
« Tn the name of God, gracious and merciful. There is no God but Gad; He has 7 

10 Son, nor associate in his kingdom. 

-< Inhabitants of Egypt! When the Beys tell you that the French are come to destroy 

your religion, believe them not; it is an absolute falsehood. Answer those deceivers, 

>. | dat they are only come to rescue the rights of the poor from the hands of their tyrants, 

8 und that the French adore the Supreme Being, and honour the Prophet and his holy Koran. 
be French are true Mussulmen.” 


See also Buonaparte's proclamation to his soldiers, June 0 on board L' Orient: 
« We shall have some fatiguing marches, we shall fight several battles; we shall guc- 
ceed 1 * all our enterprizes, the Destinies are in our favour.” 


— — — > 


"See gain a second proclamation of Buonaparte's, dated the 12 1 30h year of the Hegira : 
people of Egypt, you will be told that I am come to destroy your religion. Do not 
belie ve it reply that I am come to restore your rights, to punish usurpators, and that I 
ven dee more than the Mamelouks themselves, God, his Prophet Mabomet, and the Koran.” 


See \the proclamations at large in the Intercepted Correspondence from Egypt, lately 
publishe d by Wright in Piccadilly. 
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lishing it) but it remained for this haughty Commander of the 


French to glory in their impiety, and to proclaim their apostacy 
among foreign nations. 

Now let us observe the fate which has attended him. His 
mighty fleet, which had conveyed him to this scene of his blas- 
phemies, like the host of the Assyrian general, 1s destroyed in a 
single night, and he himself is left on shore, with his army, in the 
midst of an enemy's country; cut off from all supplies, and de- 
prived of all communication with that power under whose orders 
he had proclaimed his dereliction of Christianity, and avowed the 
object of his unjust aggression. 

Surely, my brethren, there is something in all this far beyond 
the ordinary course of human events; nor is it in this single in- 
Stance alone, that we are to acknowledge the interference of Divine 
Providence in our behalf. Situated as we are in an island, and 
depending upon the valour and fidelity of our fleets, we have seen 
those fleets now for the fifth time victorious, and those victories 
have been obtained at the most critical and doubtful conjunctures; 
our foreign possessions have been preserved; and our sister king- 
dom, in two repeated instances, has been rescued from invasion 
and desolation. Admitting therefore (as I trust e are all dispo- 
sed to admit) the immediate and marked interference of Providence 
in our behalf, we shall feel it no less consonant to our own reh- 
gious impressions, than agreeable to the religious dispositions of our 
most gracious Sovereign, a second time to acknowledge, by a public 


act 
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act of Thanksgiving, the superintending and protecting power of 
Divine Providence; a second time to supplicate the continuance of 
its gracious protection; and to declare, that not to our own arm, 
nor to the might of our own sword, are these astoniſhing victories 
to be attributed, but to the over-ruling power, the almighty inter- 
ference, and the gracious protection of THE MosT Hi Gop. 

In contemplating, therefore, at this awful crisis, this decisive 
mterposition of Providence in the signal punishment of our apos- 
tate enemies, and in the increasing security of the Brisish empire, 
we may consider it also as having contributed to establish the 
national character; and refuted the unjust accusations of that 
enemy who labours with such persevering calumny to arraign its 
clemency,* to depreciate its honour, and to debase its integrity. 
If, to have maintained the firm spirit of opposition against the 
pretensions of an overbearing enemy; if to have arrested the vast 
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#* During an engagement in the Mediterranean, in the year 1795, a French seventy- 
four gun ship took fire; Admiral Hotham immediately (though in the heat of the action) 
ordered out the boats of his fleet, and thus preserved the lives of three hundred French- 
men. It is related also of Admiral Nelson, that just before the great ship L'Orient 
blew up, he came upon deck, (wounded as he was) and ordered out all the boats, and 
that by this means he saved the lives of about seventy men. Indeed, the general good 
treatment of prisoners by the English is almost proverbial; but what a contrast is exhi- 
bited by the French in their cruel treatment of the English prisoners taken in the 
Leander! It was observed lately to a nayal officer, that there might be danger of a spirit 
of retaliation being excited, in consequence of the harsh treatment which the Leander's 
people were known to have received: © No, sir, (replied he) our seamen are so accus- 
« tomed to behave well to their prisoners, that no personal il-treatment will make them 
« change their conduct. And this humane spirit in the treatment of prisoners is the 
charactteristiek principle not of the British Navy alone, but of the British NATION. 


$a 
career of victory which every where accompanied his arms; if to 
have shewn to Europe, and to the world, that open war is the only 
means of national security; and that tamely to submit, is to invite 


oppression, and encourage the wanton overthrow of all establish 


ments, and the demolition of all social order; if a resistance founded 


upon the just principles of self-preservation, and supported under 
Divine Providence, by the united energy and patriotism of the 
whole kingdom; if such conduct deserve imitation, or inspire the 
wish to imitate, surely the British name may, without ostentation, 
be allowed to claim an honourable place in the records of this 
eventful period; and be stamped with the merit of having bravely 
and successfully stood forth alone, yet undismayed, in defence of 
its constitution, its religion, its laws, and its King. 

To that great man, therefore, who has been so justly remune- 
rated by the honours of his Sovereign, and by the applauses of his 
country, every Briton may look up with pride of heart, as to the 
representative of the national character. If that character be now 
more generally respected among distant nations; if a returning 
spirit of energy and self- possession be rising throughout Europe; 
if, from the memorable and pious example of that illustrious com- 
mander, there should arise a greater regard to religious principles, 
a more serious attention to the Divine dispensations, and a warmer 
zeal against those who have apostatized from its doctrines; it is to 
this great and providential event that so important and beneficial 
a change 1s to be attributed. " | 
D Of 


—— . on — — 
- 
> MC = 


11 

Of the numerous successes, therefore, by sea, with which 1T nag 
PLEASED ALMIGHTY Gop ro BLEss Bis MarSTv's Ax us, joined 
to the spirit, the liberality, the patriotism, of our soldiers and 
countrymen, whether armed for the defence, or prepared cheer- 
fully to bear their portion of the publick burthens of the State, it 
may be asserted, with gratitude and with truth, that they have 
greatly raised the glory and increased the security of the British 
empire. And of the destruction and capture of the French fleet by 


Admiral Lord/Nz1s0x, it may be as justly maintained, that under 


all the circumstances of the case, it hath the appearance of a pecu- 
har interposition of Providence; which, by this signal destruction, 
where an attack was considered as impossible, has punished the 
impious pride of an Apostate, and hath given to the nation which 
authorized his blasphemies a severe, yet perhaps a salutary proof, 
that the avenging hand of Heaven is raised against a/ who (like 
the Assyrian Monarch of old) shall have dared to reproach or to 
deny the living Gon and Saviour of the world. | 

To us, then, there is a twofold motive of praise in the religious 


observation of this days solemnity: We adore the infinite Majesty 


of Heaven for this, in addition to other instances of his providen- 
tial care and protection but, above all things, we rejoice in the 
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To deceive and to plunder are the charaQteristicks of French Jacobinism; in no 
instance have they been more peculiarly marked than in that of having degraded the 
character of their Ambassadors, and converted them into leaders and contrivers of con- 


Spiracy. Holland, Austria, Italy, Switzerland, and Constantinople, have successively 
| felt 
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honour which has accrued from it to his Holy Name; in the proof 

(since such a proof may have appeared necessary in the sight of 

Heaven) of its superintending Providence over the affairs of the 

world. We rejoice, finally, in the hope, that the infatuated 
Government 


felt the malign influence of this unprincipled policy. Similar attempts have been made 
in this country, and in America, though fortunately, without suecess; the Abbe Barruel 
relates the following anecdotes with respect to Canadian America and England, which 
cannot be too often repeated. 

On the 21st of July 1797, a jury of Quebec condemned to death a man named 
David Lean, who was accused and convicted of having traversed Canada as an emissary, 
disguised as a merchant, secretly plotting a conspiracy, of which it was the object to de- 
liver up the province of Canada into the hands of the Jacobins. Already had this man 
taken all the usual precautions of the sect of the grand Orient of Free-Masonry; 
already had he united to himself a number of brethren, by the usual oath of profound 
secrecy; the practice of the pike, and of other arms, which were to be furnished to the 
people, was not forgotten; the brethren of Quebec and Montreal were to hold them- 
selves ready on the following spring, to second the efforts of a fleet and ten thousand 
soldiers, to be sent by the tyrants of France. In tracing this dreadful conspiracy up to 
its source, it has been proved that it was planned and contrived'at Philadephia, and chat 
David Lean was no more than the agent and etmissary of the Sieur Adet, who was at 
that time Ambassador from the Pentarchs at Paris to the United States of America. 

The other anecdote relates to this country, and is as follows: During the first 
year of my emigration I was honoured (says the Abbe Harruel) with the kind attentions 
of Mr. Burke, and during that interval I had occasion to introduce to him a person who 
was instructed to solicit his advice as to the use to de made of a letter addressed to 
Manuel, who was at that time the reigning Roberspierre of the Paris mob, and of the 
great Jacobin club; and who, in concert with Talhen, was the author and director of the 
massacres of September. This letter had been written at the request of -a French 
gentleman, who wished to return to France for ſome time, and who thought it prudent 
to procure a letter from a Facobin to Marnnel. The wife of this gentleman, suspecting 
the contents of this letter, broke open the seal. It was found that the letter did indeed 
begin with a sort of recommendation, but that it conduded by acquainting Manuel that 
the bearer of it was neither more nor less than a downright Aristocrat, of whom it was 
right dispose by the pike or by the guillotine, to prevent his return to London. 

Between 
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Government of France, instructed by this great example, may 


from henceforth cease to despise the avenging power of the 
Almighty; may act no more in opposition to his commands, and 


in defiance of his authority; but may learn to soften its ob- 


durate 
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Between these two articles there was an account ſent to Manuel of the state of the 
the Emissary Brethren in London; it was stated, among other things, that their last 


secret meeting amounted. to five hundred; that they were all full of zeal; that their 


numbers were daily increasing; and that every thing marked the- greatest dispositon to 
display the revolutionary cockade. I his letter was, without hesitation, submitted to 
the inspection of the Minister. | 

The Abbe Barruel observes farther, that in spite of all the precautions which the 

greatest prudence could suggest, the emissaries of the sect increased rather than dimi- 
nished in London, and that they quickly exceeded fifteen hundred, even of those very 
persons called The Legion of the cut-throat Jourdan. There were at that time in Eng- 
land two men, educated in all the cunning of a Parisian police, who were employed by 
the Ministry to distinguish the Emigrants of character from those who were lately 
arrived. It was ascertained that these latter were picked and chosen men, from among 
the brigands of all nations, more especially from among the felons formerly imprisoned 
in the Bicetre, or in the gallies, and even under sentence of death but of whom Neckar, 
D*Orleans, and Mirabeau, had made use, as the great instruments of the French Revo- 
lution, and whom their successors at the great Jacobin Club had sent to pave the way for 
a Revolution in England. It is owing principally to this discovery, that the wise pre- 
cautions of the Alien Act were adopted. 

'The conspiracies of the Constitutional and Corresponding Societies in this country are 
now known to have had their brethren at Edinburgh, at Dublin, and at London; at 
Sheffield and at Manchester, at Stockport, at Leicester, and at twenty other places; all 
united in the same wicked designs of corrupting the morals, debasing the religion, and 
destroying the constitution of this country ;—and distributing over all the country (by 
a common subscription for the purpose) that infamous code of blasphemy and rebellion 
called Paine's Rights of Man, which is even at this moment sedulously . through 
Wales, translated into the Welch language. 

Doubtless, when the detail of the dangers which we have escaped during the last ten 
years shall be more accurately published, we shall discover more abundant instances of 
the care of a superintending Providence of the Dz1Ty over this country, than even the 
great occasion of this day's solemnity. 
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durate spirit, to curb the proud extravagance of its vanity and 
presumption, and speedily to repent, and return to the worship 
of the CREATOR of Heaven and Earth, and be converted to the 
true profession of the religion of Jesvs Cur1sT, the benignant 
Saviour and Lord of all mankind. Amen, Amen. 
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APPENDIX. 


Barn, Jan. Ist, 1799. 


T is now about six years since it was thought necessary to 

adopt some plan, by which the poorer order of piously dis- 
posed persons in this City, as well as others of its inhabitants, 
might be enabled conveniently to attend upon the publick worship 
of Gop; and there was no plan judged more proper than that of 
building a FREE CHURCH. It was, indeed, early foreseen, 


that many difficulties would arise in the choice of a proper place, 


and in raising a sufficient sum of money for this purpose. But 
these difficulties did not discourage the Gentlemen who undertook 


to carry this benevolent design into execution, for they began early 


in the spring of 1792 to raise the necessary funds by subscription; 
and before the conclusion of that year, they had the satisfaction 
to find that the opinion of the Publick, as to the utility of their 
undertaking, was decidedly in their favour; the Subscriptions 
having amounted to o thousand pounds by the conclusion of 
thera year, and advanced to three by the termination of the third. 


The 


( 
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The responsibility which these Gentlemen took upon them- 
selves in the commencement of the business, they have felt them 


selves bound to support; accordingly, they proceeded, with the 
approbation of the Bishop of the diocese, to purchase a piece of 
ground, and to erect thereupon a Church, capable of containing 
about thirteen hundred persons, the area of which is left open for 
the free access of the poor, and of that class of persons who, with 


their families, cannot afford to pay for their accommodations; and 


as the Church must be supported by an annual income, and the 
galleries are set apart for this purpose, it is hoped that Gentlemen 
and Tradesmen will see the necessity of encouraging, by their 
presence, this part of the institution, on which the. regular admi- 
nistration of Divine Service so entirely depends. 

It is proposed, that the Church, as soon as it is compleatly 
finished, shall be vested in a respectable Trust, with a view of 


Securing the uses of it for ever in the most effeftual manner; 


that for this purpose, the Lord Bishop of the diocese, the Rev. the 
Archdeacon of Bath, the Patron, and Rector of the parish, all for 
the time being, together with the six Gentlemen in whom the Fee 
is now vested, and all Subscribers of Fifty Pounds and upwards, 
shall be appointed Trustees; that vacancies shall be filled up by 
those who survive, and that an acting Committee be formed by 
these Trustees from among themselves, to whose care and direction 
(subject, however, to the controul of the whole body) the Church 
is to be committed; and it is farther proposed, with the hope"of 

inducing 
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inducing Gentlemen of respectability in their profession to 


engage in the service of this Church, that it shall always be 
considered as perfectly independent of all parochial engagements 


Whatever. 


By the great liberality of the Publick, this FREE CHURCH is 
now-compleated; it was consecrated in October last, and was soon 
after opened for the performance of divine service, and the attend- 
ance at it has fully answered the expectations of its warmest 
friends; yet it must be acknowledged indeed, that some deficien- 
dies have unavoidably happened, from the depreciation of the 
publick funds since the money was invested in them; but this loss, 
amounting to Two Hundred and Fifty-Seven Pounds and Ten 
Shillings, through the continuance of the Publick Favour, it is 
hoped will soon be repaired. _ 

The cost of the FREE CHURCH, when compleated, wall 
amount to nearly the sum of Four THovsanD Six HunDRED 
Pouxps;/ and the whole of this | expenditure would have been 
amply defrayed '-(if the unavoidable loss above stated had not 


- happened) by the united value of the „ and Bene- 


factions- already received. 

Such is the concise history of the origin, progress, and comple- 
won, of this useful undertaking, of which Barn has the merit 
eig set the example; and it is to be hoped, that it will be 
followed in other cities, where an increase of ark e ay 
render it necessary. 89 9 


Let 


06-1 

Let the active exertions of the Friends of Christianity endeavour 
to counteract the exertions of its enemies; our strength must now 
be directed to the support of moral conduct founded upon Reli- 
gious Worship; THAT once lost, will not easily be recovered.— 
e Whatever ravage is made in the natural world may soon be 
« repaired; but in the moral world, the good and laudable habits 
ce of a people are the growth of ages.” $ 


§ See Annual Register, for 1792, p. 211, published by Messrs. Rivington. 


OC —— EE — 


— 


1 


| 
DE QF 
R CY! - _ „ 


—— — - —r—³ ʒ⁊ 


- 
We 
* 
* 
LY 
o 
& 
- 
1 g Fas 
, * 
o 
p f 0 | 
: a * 7 
: 8 - bo * 
If? T r* . © #7 P © # | 4 * - 
Bi E's WS v N 1 4 - ? A 4. 2% 


| Publiched' by the ume Author, price 18. +. 1 
SER MON 
|, ON THE'NECESSITY or . | | 

"BUILDING A FREE CHURCH N 

FOR THE"GENERAL ACCOMMODATION or 


Nie Harisi e Walcot at large, and of the Poor in particular. 
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Alo, in a ſmall Pocket Volume, price 28. 6d. ſewed in Blue Covers, 
4” A . 
SHORT ENQUIRY > 
| INTO ' | 
REVEALED RELIGION, <4 


In its Origin, its Progreſs, and its final 3 
in Chriſlianity. 


Digeſted into FIVE SERMONS, 


on Chriftmas-Day, Good-Friday, Eaſter-Day, Whit-Sunday, and the Lord's-Supper; 


| | Preached in the Years 1792-3. 


